WOMAN

Dialecticians found in their system the widest range for
feminine cleverness of speech, and defended hetairism with
the greatest subtlety and the most ingenious sophism.
The feminine Epicureans saw in the teachings of their
school, with its doctrine of friendship and of the broadest
cultivation of the sensibilities, the fullest justification for
the pursuit of sexual enjoyment, and they sought to illus-
trate the greatest voluptuousness and refinement in their
methods of gratifying animal passion.

The hetseras of the various schools surpassed the men
in their imitation of the jargon and the manners of the
leading lights of their systems. Many of the philosophers
yielded themselves readily to the seductions of their beau-
tiful and clever adherents; yet there were some choice
spirits who deplored the demoralizing tendencies which
hetairism brought into serious pursuits, and protested in
no uncertain language.

These philosopher-hetasrse were indisputably the most
interesting phenomenon in the social life of ancient times,
to which the later Greek world and modern times afford
no adequate parallel. They were present always at
theatrical exhibitions and on all public occasions when
respectable women remained at home. They took an ab-
sorbing interest in politics and in ail public affairs; they
discussed with the citizens the burning questions of the
day; they criticised the acts of statesmen, the speeches
of orators, the dramas of the poets, the productions of
painters and sculptors. They exerted, in a word, an enor-
mous influence for good or ill on the social and political
life of the day; while they themselves had the conscious-
ness of a mission to perform in having in their hands the
real power of their sex.

Almost every great man in Athens had his " companion/'
usually in addition to a lawful wife. Plato had Archeanassa,